Golden Spike Weekend
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Board of Directors

The recent Golden Spike Weekend was an unqualified success, as the Clarke Museum, in associa- President
tion with Eureka Main Street and the Timber Heritage Association, celebrated the 100th Anniver- Roy Sheppard
sary of the driving of the Golden Spike at Cain Rock.
Vice-President
On Thursday night, the Golden Spike Dinner went off without a hitch, as nearly 100 celebrants
dressed in period attire gathered at the Eagle House for a fine 1914-style four course dinner catered
by Gallagher’s. Before dinner, attendees were addressed by John Williams, the current President
of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad. Following the enthusiastic speech, guests were entertained by a comic reenactment of the driving of
the spike featuring guests of honor Humboldt
County Supervisors Ryan Sundberg, Virginia
Bass, and Rex Bohn, Eureka Mayor Frank Jäger
and Eureka City Councilmembers Chet Albin,
Marian Brady, Melinda Ciarabellini and Mike
Newman. The enjoyable scene was narrated by
master of ceremonies Edward Olson of Murder
By Dessert.
Shortly afterward, the 1914 silent film Driving the Golden Spike played while dinner was served.
Event-themed Rusty Nail and Golden Spike cocktails were mixed and served to eager celebrants
throughout the evening by Clarke employees and volunteers. The evening concluded with a pair
of delightful performances by several Master of Fine Arts candidates from Dell ‘Arte International: Chris Kehoe, Alyssa Huglett, Moses Norton and Cooper Smith.
The Clarke Museum would like to thank all attendees and sponsors who helped make the Golden
Spike Dinner a success. To those who missed the fun, don’t worry. Our 4th... (continued on p. 6)

4th Annual Murder Mystery Dinner

Join the Clarke Historical Museum at the
Bayside Grange for our 4th Annual Murder
Mystery Masquerade on February 7, 2015.
Throughout the course of the evening, participants will attempt to solve a Mardi-Gras
themed mystery as they enjoy delicious
drinks, exquisite entrees, and sinful sweets.
Presale tickets are available at the Clarke for
$50 and will be available at the door for $55.

The price includes a Cajun-style dinner, a
professional theatrical performance, and fortune telling. There will also be a no-host bar, a silent
auction and more.Costumes are encouraged at the event. Proceeds provide necessary funding to
the Clarke Historical Museum. Call (707) 443-1947 or come into the Clarke Historical Museum
at 240 E street to purchase tickets. Tickets will also be available on brownpapertickets.com.
The Mission of the Clarke Historical Museum is the acquisition, preservation and educational display of objects
relating to the history of Eureka and Humboldt County.
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Current Exhibitions

Upcoming Events

Golden Spike Exhibit		 				
Arts Alive!
December 6, 2014
October 24, 2014– January 3, 2015
6-9 p.m.
This exhibit displays artifacts and photographs related to
the completion of the northern portion of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad in 1914. Also included are items that
are specific to the 1964 Flood, which eliminated over 100
miles of the aforementioned tracks.
-Curated by Ben Brown

The Hailstone Collection				
September 6, 2014– September 5, 2015

					

This monthly showcase of Humboldt’s burgeoning art scene is
always a pleasant experience, but never more so than in December. The holiday-themed event brings an Arts and Crafts
Fair to the Clarke, as well as festive music played by the Scotia
Band.

Railroad Jubilee
January 3, 2015
11-3 p.m.

Come in early, from 11am-3pm, to help bring in the new
year at the Clarke with a railroad-themed family jubilee featuring arts and crafts, tours, and video presentations.

The Clarke Museum presents the recently donated Hailstone Collection of Yurok, Karuk and Hupa baskets. The
collection is mostly from the revival period and primarily
Arts Alive!
						
consists of “made for the trade” or baskets made for sale.
January 3, 2015
Vivien Hailstone was an important advocate for basket
6-9 p.m.
weaving at a time when the tradition was falling away.
Come join us in the evening during Arts Alive! for your last
-Curated by Ben Brown and Ron Johnson chance to view the Golden Spike exhibit.

Nettie Ruben’s Baskets			
July 5, 2014– January 3, 2015

4th Annual Murder Mystery Dinner		
February 7, 2015
Doors at 5 pm/Show at 6 pm

A tribute to master Karuk basket weaver Nettie Ruben, an Join the Clarke Historical Museum at the Bayside Grange for
extremely innovative artist from the early twentieth centu- our 4th Annual Murder Mystery Masquerade on February 7,
ry. Extraordinarily diverse in her talents, Nettie made all 2015. Presale tickets are available at the Clarke for $50 and will
types of baskets. Items on display were specifically chosen be available at the door for $55. Proceeds provide necessary
funding to the Clarke Historical Museum.
to showcase her amazing talents.					
-Curated by Ben Brown and Ron Johnson

REMINDER
The Clarke Historical Museum will be closed on
December 25th: Christmas Day
January 1st: New Year’s Day
January 7- January 27th: Remodeling the Museum
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A Word from the Director: Remodeling the Museum
The Clarke Museum will be closed January 7th to January 27th, which will allow us time to do some rearranging. We have
decided to revamp the exhibit floor space in the main hall in an attempt to make a better flow throughout the Museum. This
will allow us to better address specific topics, in addition to establishing more kid-friendly areas for activities.
We also have plans to redesign and enhance our gift shop. Plans include creating a dedicated space for our natural history
collection, more display space for our collection of firearms, and the dedication of a space which will highlight and honor
local veterans.
We are all very excited about the changes and hope you will understand the necessity of closing our doors during this period
of reorganization. An open house will soon follow after we reopen.
-Ben Brown, Director/Curator

A Recipe from Christmas Past
Christmas English Gingerbread
1 pound flour		
½ pound butter
1 cup sugar		
1 tablespoon ginger
1 teaspoon salt		
Molasses
Mix flour, sugar, ginger, and salt. Work in butter with pastry mixer
or finger tips, add just enough molasses to hold ingredients together.
Let stand overnight to get thoroughly chilled. Roll very thin, cut out
as desired, and bake in moderate oven (350° F).
Jeanie Harrison Collection
Catalog # 2006.73.50b
Postmarked on December 20, 1933

					

[From The Boston Cooking School Cook Book by Fannie Merritt Farmer, (Boston:
Little, Brown, and Company, 1934), page 633.]

Art’s Corner

Humboldt County native Arthur Way, who eventually made his mark upon Humboldt County and California state politics,
was born to English-born parents in 1879. Upon arrival in Humboldt County in the 1870s, his parents became active members of the growing community. Way’s mother was a schoolteacher who founded the Pioneer School in Eureka. His father,
a seafarer in his youth, became a log pond manager at a local lumber mill. He also possessed a fine singing voice which was
unleashed at many local events.
Arthur graduated from Winship School in 1897. After graduation, he studied law under the auspices of prominent Eureka
attorney C.M. Wheeler, chief attorney for the Hammond Mill enterprises. After four years of study, Arthur passed the bar
in 1902 and then entered into partnership with Wheeler. This arrangement lasted five years, until Way was appointed Police
Court judge in 1907. in 1910, Way was elected Justice of the Peace. He culminated his local political career by winning the
mayor’s office twice successively, in 1924 and 1926. Way later served as a State Congressman and was elected State Senator
in 1949, serving until 1957.
In 1916, Way had purchased thirty acres near the mouth of the Mattole River, where he built a home and ranch to which he
would retire many years later. In the 1920’s, this enterprising man opened a local garage at 310 7th street in Eureka, which
became the base for a Eureka to San Francisco trucking line named Redwood Empire Freight Lines, a visionary enterprise at
that time. Arthur Way passed away on February 21, 1964.
-Art Barab, Registrar
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The Christmas Flood of 1964
Fifty years ago, when a rapidly approaching cold front moving in from the northeast collided with a tropical warm front
coming from the southwest, the resulting meteorological payload created an extreme weather event which unleashed legendary amounts of rain on the North Coast. Aligning with an unusually high tide, the two forces of nature wreaked havoc on
the entire region. The areas that were affected most, the Eel River Valley and
Crescent City regions, required extensive disaster relief efforts to mediate the
crippling damage and prevent further loss of life.
By the time Civil Disaster Office Chairman Norman R. Robertson declared
Humboldt County a disaster area, the towns of Crescent City, Klamath, Orick,
Rio Dell, Shively, Pepperwood, Myers Flat, Miranda, and Philipsville had already been ordered evacuated. On the west side of the Eel, houses and barns
were nearly submerged, making evacuation from Ferndale and Loleta possible
only by airlift. In such times, in the period between the actual disaster and the
emergence of an orchestrated
disaster relief effort, a community is put to the test. There
were undoubtedly many stories of the bravery demonstrated and reciprocal
kindness experienced by members of the communities which were most affected, but a story revealed to a Humboldt Times reporter by local resident
Earling Daastol on December 28, 1964 gives us a sense of the true meaning of
community.
Stranded by high water at the H&H Trailer Park in Stafford, Daastol tells a
story about a man named Red Nichols, who selflessly risked his life to ensure
the safety of his neighbors in the Eel River Valley. He tells how the first time
he laid eyes on the man was when Red threw a rope on the truck and trailer
Daastol and his companion were attempting to pull out of the muck. After he pulled their vehicles to safety, Red went back
down to the water in his 4X4 Jeep and pulled out 2 more occupied trailers just as the water threatened to overtake them.
Later, when a vehicle could no longer offer any help, Red could be seen ferrying families to safety across the “raging river” in
his motorboat. Red kept watch on the river all that night because he “couldn’t sleep.” Someone else was using his bed.
The next morning, hearing about a stranded family in Scotia, Red jumped into action once again. He hurried up the river,
found them taking refuge in an old empty water tower, and brought them back to safety in Stafford. When the river finally
proved impassable, Red hiked overnight in the rain to bring supplies
to an upriver group in need.
Red Nichols was not the only one overcome with a sense community
responsibility and generosity. According to Daastol, “‘What is mine is
yours’ seemed to be the order of the day. ‘Come have some beans,’ a
lady called to us. We did, and it was the best I have ever tasted.” These
experiences led him to conclude that “the spirit of the people of Stafford could serve as an inspiration for us all.”
Disaster relief efforts soon brought the Red Cross and the US Air Force to assist with transportation, food, clothing and shelter, but the efforts of early responders such as Red Nichols helped avert imminent disaster for so many community members.
Residents of Humboldt should never forget the importance of community in situations like these, nor should we forget how
easily nature can reclaim the land which sustains us. Prepare a disaster relief kit for your family and keep it accessible, for it’s
better to be safe than sorry. Check the Clarke website for links to disaster planning websites.
-Jerab Pino, Registrar
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Happy Holidays from the Gift Shop
The holidays are just around the corner and the Clarke Museum has been busy stocking the
gift shop with a great selection of locally made and unique gifts suitable for everyone on your
list. By shopping at the museum you are supporting the Clarke and local artists.
No personal library is complete without Jerry Rohde’s new book Both Sides of the Bluff, which
includes 200 photos and line drawings exploring 31 locations in west-central Humboldt
County. Looking for a lighthearted read? Check out Through the Redwood Curtain, a historical fiction by Robert Burke with great illustrations. And
of course our newest exhibit catalog on Nettie Ruben is
a must have.
Get in the holiday spirit with vintage matelassé Christmas stockings, ornaments, and old fashioned wooden
toys. Festive table runners and tea towels from Kay’s
Kozy quilts will brighten any home. The gift shop has
stocking stuffer’s galore! Choose from chocolate rocks,
miners gold candy, old fashioned candy sticks, crackerjack prize necklaces, locally made lotions from Ewe
So Dirty, playing cards, vintage bookmarks, Genuine Big
Foot hair, Sasquatch field guides, redwood flashlights, key chains and much more.
Native American basket inspired ceramic arts by Joyce Norell make useful and beautiful holiday gifts. Helen Thompson’s one of a kind hand painted oyster & clam shell magnets are always
popular. Our jewelry selection is always changing; right now sea glass earrings from Happy
Woman are all the rage.
Don’t forget the kids! Humboldt Rocks and The Boy Who Cried Bigfoot, have been popular
books lately. Redwood Tree Growth Charts, building blocks, and coloring books are sure to
keep children entertained when the weather is bad. Remember, members always receive 10%
off on gift shop purchases. Get shopping Humboldt!

The Clarke Wish List

Has the giving spirit left you feeling extra generous this year?
The Clarke Museum has a few things on its holiday wish list including:
			
			

• Rechargeable AA batteries 		
• iPod compatible stereo receiver

• Post-it Notes
• iPod and/or iPad
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Golden Spike Weekend (continued)
Annual Murder Mystery is coming up on February 7, 2015, be sure not to miss it!

The Golden Spike Weekend chugged on Friday evening with the public unveiling of the Golden Spike Exhibit. The
grand opening included a one-time only viewing of the original Golden Spike, which is normally locked securely
inside a safety deposit box. Afterward, the Native Sons of the Golden West honored the Clarke Museum with the
dedication of a special plaque commemorating the centennial of the Northwestern Pacific rail line, followed by a
presentation by Dr. Alex Service and Susan J.O. O’Hara showcasing their new book: Northwestern Pacific Railroad:
From Eureka to Willits.
The fun continued on Saturday, as the Timber Heritage Association displayed the old Elk River Mill and Lumber Company’s #1 Falk locomotive in front of the museum. The THA also ran speeder cars through Old Town
throughout the course of the day, giving excited riders a chance to feel the rails under their feet one more time.
Though intermittent rains forced the street fair inside, the Golden Spike celebration went on! Refreshments were served to the sounds of the Redwood Dixie
Gators, who played in Nealis Hall during the event.

Native American Baskets at the Clarke

Photo courtesy of Ron Johnson

The Clarke Historical Museum is well known for
its extensive collection of Native American baskets. The collection includes thousands of baskets, mostly from four local tribes: Yurok, Karuk,
Hupa, and Wiyot. These baskets, made in the
twining tradition, consist of three distinct parts:
warp, weft, and overlay.

The upright weave, or warp, consists mostly of
hazel sticks and willow sticks. Hazel and willow shoots are collected up in the
mountains early in spring. The horizontal weave, or weft, usually includes roots
from conifers, such as Sitka spruce or sugar pine, along with willow roots. These
roots are collected from the sides of the riverbanks in winter, just after the high
waters recede. The overlay, or design, is comprised of several different materials
depending on the desired design of the finished product. Overlay materials include bear grass, alder-dyed woodwardia fern, five-fingered fern, and wolf mossdyed porcupine quills. It usually takes a year of gathering and processing materials before basket production can begin.
If you are interested in learning more about Native American baskets, we have
several options for you. In addition, the Clarke Gift Shop has several books available on the topic: The Hover Collection of Native American Baskets, Baskets &
Weavers, Essential Art: Native Basketry from the California Indian Heritage Center, the Nettie Ruben Catalog, and Made for the Trade. DVD copies of Weaving
Through Time and Vivien Hailstone: Through the Eyes of a Basketweaver are also
available.
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Membership Reminder – Tis the Season
As 2014 comes to a close, the Clarke Historical Museum would like to thank all of its members this holiday season. Your
membership donations have enabled many people to learn about Humboldt County history. Your support allowed the
museum to hold numerous special events ranging from honoring our veterans to teaching children about archeology and
Native American culture. Membership is the best and easiest way to let us know you appreciate the museum. It also helps
us to know who we should thank and keep posted about special events and fundraisers. If you are not a member, please
consider becoming one. All donations to the museum are tax deductible. If you are a member then please spread the word
to your friends and family about the Clarke Museum. A family membership is a great gift for the history buff who has everything. Together we can keep Humboldt History alive for generations to come. Memberships can now be renewed online
at clarkemuseum.org/membership.html

Thank You New & Returning Members
Marilynn Bartlett
Mona Beaver
Joan Berman
Ken Berman
Dana & Jiki Betts
Patricia Black
Black Lightning Motorcycle Cafe
Blue Lake Union Elementary School
Bridgeville School
Ben & Darcy Brown
Bob & Sharon Britt
Burnt Ranch School
James Buschmann
Chalet House of Omelettes
Coast Central Credit Union
Nova Cramer
Marge Custis
Marty Dodd
Mary Edwards
Dina Fernandez
Fortuna Middle School
Freshwater School
Fuente Nueva
Gabriel’s
Garfield School

GHD
Gorog-Paoli Family
Albert Hailstone
Heritage Antiques
Ray Hillman
Holly Yashi Jewelry
Humboldt County Recology
Rose Ann Hurst
Bill Kohse
Kneeland School
Laurel Tree Charter School
Harriet Lewis
Robert Libershal
Byrd Lochtie
Mad River Brewing Company
Earl Malone
Carly Marino & Chris Valness
Larry Marshall
Matsen Insurance
Sharon & Dan May
Barbara Murphy
Nancy Murray
Corinne Nordstrom
Orleans Elementary School
Jack & Linda Persson

Charles Pfister
Pierson Building Center
Teresa Porter
Redwood Capital Bank
Redwood Prep Charter
Renner Petroleum
Schmidbauer Lumber
Scotia Elementary School
Shafer’s Ace Hardware
Jean Shimasaki
Suzanne Simpson
Lisa Slack
Rick Slack
Kristin M. Slack
Barbara Sokolow
THCA
Verne & Paula Trinoskey
Umpqua Bank
Union Street Charter School
United Rentals
Nick Venema
Mock Wahlund
Joe & Patty Walund
Washington School
Wes Green Landscape Materials

Barbara Brown-Johnston Endowment
Michelle Lee
Sharon & Dan May

Jeanne Nash Memorial
Thomas Hannah
Chapter LO of PEO
Wendy Wahlund

Louise Walund-Peterson Memorial
Paulette Eneim
S & W Properties
Slack Family
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Make me a Clarke Friend!
As a Friend You Receive:

10% discount in Museum Gift Shop
10% discount at Eureka Books on Local Books
Newsletter Updates
Special Event Invitations
Free Admission to the Clarke Museum

Name:_______________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________
City:__________________ Zip:_______Phone:______________
Email:_______________________________________________
Use My Credit Card
Exp. Date: __________/_____________

VISA

MC

Card # ________________________________________
Signature:______________________________________

Membership Levels:

________ Silver Circle $1,000 +		
_________ Clarke Circle $500 - $999
_________ Benefactor
$250 - $499		
________ Patron
$100 - $249
_________ Sponsor
$50 - $99
_________ Family
$25 - $49
_________ Student/Senior $15 - $24
________Barbara Johnston-Brown Endowment

Make checks payable to:

Clarke Historical Museum
240 E street
Eureka, CA 95501

The Clarke is a not-for-profit Public Benefit Corporation
EIN# 94-1651124

