4th Annual Redwood Coast Up in Smoke BBQ Competition
Our 4th Annual Redwood Coast Up in Smoke BBQ Competition
will be held at Blue Lake Casino and Hotel on June 10, 2017. The
Clarke Museum’s most important fundraiser of the year is now
sanctioned as a Backyard Series event by the Kansas City Barbecue
Society, a national organization dedicated to promoting and
enjoying BBQ.
Attendees can expect to fill up on samples of Pork Ribs and
Chicken prepared by the talented competitors. The event opens
to the public at 11:30 a.m, so be sure to get there early to cast your
vote for the People’s Choice winner. There will be two judged KCBS
categories, allowing competitors to compete for both bragging rights
and their share of the award money.
This year, contestants will be competing for their share of the $6000
purse, including a Grand Champion award of $2500 and a Reserve
Champion award of $1500. The Chicken and Ribs categories each
pay out ten spots, with the winners of each category receiving $200
apiece. For the team that makes the best impression on the public,
the People’s Choice Award amount will be $500.
In conjunction with the competition, we will be offering a KCBS
Certified BBQ Judge Class at Blue Lake Casino the night before
the event at 6:00 p.m. If you are interested in judging the event,
you must take the class in order to do so. The event is rapidly
approaching, but we are still accepting applications for contestants
and judges.
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Current Exhibits
Vietnam War Exhibit
February 1—December 30
The follow-up to our Korean War memorial, this
exhibit features an assortment of photos, uniforms,
medals, documents, weapons and posters from the
Vietnam War era. Also known as the “Second
Indochina War”more than fifty thousand American
troops died in the Vietnam War, which spanned the
years of 1955-1975.
Community Case: Romano Gabriel
May 4—May 31
Assembled by the Morris Graves Museum of Modern
Art, this exhibit is dedicated to Romano Gabriel, a
sculpture artist who adorned his Eureka front yard
with hudreds of wooden sculptures. Mr. Gabriel’s
sculpture garden became an international tourist
attraction, and was recognized by the California Arts
Council in the 1970s.
The Hover Collection
A “living memorial to the Karuk basketmakers,” this
collection of Karuk basketry and dance regalia is on
permanent display. Featuring artifacts from master
basket weavers such as Elizabeth Hickox and Nettie
Ruben.

Upcoming Exhibits
Redwood Empire Quilters Guild Exhibit
June 3—September 2
Leading up to their annual quilting show held at
Redwood Acres in Eureka, the group will be
exhibiting some of their handiwork. Included in the
exhibit will be several historic quilt from the Clarke
collection, as well as this year’s featured quilt, which
will be raffled off as a fundraiser for the club.
Humboldt County Remembers the 1970s
October 7—December 30
This exhibit showcases life on the North Coast
during the seventies, a decade with no dearth of
popular culture. Assorted objects will be on display
for your viewing pleasure.
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Upcoming Events
Evaluation Day/Rummage Sale
May 20, 2016
11:00—3:00 p.m.
Featuring local appraiser Coleen Kelley Marks, the
Clarke Museum is holding a basket evaluation event in
Nealis Hall. Bring your local Native Americanobjects to
the museum to be appraised. Informal appraisals (verbal
approximation of value) will be $15 per item, up to three
items per person. No appointment is necessary. For more
information, call (707) 443-1947. There will also be a
rummage sale in the museum.
Redwood Coast Up in Smoke BBQ Competition
Blue Lake Casino, Blue Lake
June 10, 2017
11:30 am—5:00 pm
Come and taste samples from well over a dozen BBQ
competitors at the Clarke Museum’s 4th Annual
Redwood Coast Up in Smoke BBQ competition, our
main fundraising event. Make sure you come hungry,
because samples of chicken and ribs will be ALL YOU
CAN EAT! This year, the event will be held at Blue
Lake Casino. For more information, contact the Clarke
Museum at (707) 443-1947.
Historic Walking Tour
June 17—July 15—August 19
12:00 p.m.
This event starts with a guided tour inside the museum
and continues with a narrated stroll through Old Town.
Organized in partnership with the City of Eureka. Tours
led by Amber Grimes and Joe Carter.
OLLI Map Talk with Jerry Rhode
Friday, July 14
9:45 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Local historian Jerry Rohde teaches an OLLI historical
geography class (for persons 50 or better) using the
Clarke’s huge Lentell relief map of 1915 Humboldt
County. Check the HSU OLLI website for course
registration information.
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Native Basket Appreciation & Evaluation
Last year’s event was such a success, we’re doing it again! The Clarke Historical Museum will be hosting a
Native American basket and related Native American objects evaluation day, on Saturday, May 20, 2017 from
11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Coleen Kelley Marks and Bruce Pettit will again be providing informal appraisals (verbal
approximation of value, not formal insurance evaluation) for $15 per item in the Nealis Hall wing of the
museum. Bring in your local Native American baskets and other assorted objects to have them appraised.
In addition to the appraisal event, new board members Shirley Laos and Ruthie Maloney will be giving a free
presentation on local Native American basketmaking methods and considerations.

Museum Gets Grant to Bus Children in for School Tours
The Clarke Museum recently received two grants to pay transportation expenses associated with bussing
students from Fortuna to the museum in Eureka for a docent-led guided tour. These funds, a $1900 grant
awarded by the McLean Foundation and a $500 grant from Hops in Humboldt, will help us to fulfill our mission
of bringing Humboldt County history to as many young people as possible. This goal was very important to
our founder Cecile Clarke, who was an educator for nearly fifty years, teaching in Ukiah and Eureka. The board
and staff of the museum remain committed to these goals, and will continue to pursue funds toward this end.
Special thanks goes out to museum Director/Curator Ben Brown, who worked feverishly to make this happen
for Fortuna-area schoolchildren.
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Local Historical Paintings Restored
Museum volunteer Carolyn Burns recently donated the funds to have four of our most important local paintings
professionally cleaned. The first to be restored was a portrait of Ulysses S. Grant (Cat.#B60.033.000) which was
donated to the museum in the 1960s by the former president’s grandaughter, Princess Julia Dent Cantacuzène
Spiransky-Grant. The artwork had never before been properly cleaned, but now it sparkles under the skylights of
the main hall. For those of you who would like to take a look for yourself, it is hanging above the entrance to the
Victorian Room.
A second painting has also been restored, an early scene on the bay (Cat.#2015.003.034, pictured below) painted
by Ferrier & Stockman. The painting, which had also been improperly maintained throughout the decades, now
looks as if it was recently produced. The preservation work was done by Gabe from Eureka Art & Frame, who
currently has two more cleanings in progress. Look for an update in a future newsletter.

Blue Star Museums
The Clarke Museum is now a Blue Star Museum. A collaboration between Blue Star Families, the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Department of Defense, and hundreds of museums in America, Blue Star
Museums is a summer program designed to offer free admission for the nation’s active-duty military personnel
and their families, including National Guard and Reserve, to a vast network of museums across America, from
Memorial Day through Labor Day. Other museums in the area that are participating are the Shasta Historical
Society and Turtle Bay Exploration Park in Redding and the Petaluma Historical Society in Petaluma. Taken
into account with the two reciprocal museum associations, as well as the Golden State Advantage program for
low-income families, more people have access to the Clarke Museum than ever before!
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Opera Alley Mural Project Gains Ground
The Clarke Historical Museum is creating a dynamic display space on the two exterior walls along Opera Alley.
The lower section of the wall will provide a permanent, yet rotating student artwork display area, the middle
section will host six vinyl banners which will be of historic images or artwork, and the upper section will
prominently display “Clarke Historical Museum.”
This plan has been developed with Chuck Ellsworth and Lynnie Fields from Victory Signs. This project will
give Humboldt County student artists the opportunity to have a prominent display space for their artwork, help
beautify the exterior of the museum, and make this area of Old Town, Eureka more inviting to the community
and to visitors.
We continue to seek financial assistance to pay the expense of labor and materials to prepare the area, and to
cover the printing cost and wheat paste for the first exhibit. So far, the Headwaters Fund has donated $1500,
the Arcata Foundation has given $1,000, the City of Eureka has hired Hamanaka Painting to sandblast, seal
and paint the alley wall, and PPG has provided materials to construct the display. Two of our neighbors in Old
Town, Ramone’s Bakery and Gabriel’s Restaurant, have also pledged to hold fundraisers for the project.
To ensure consistent exhibits in the space, we are partnering with the Arcata Arts Institute, who are committed
and excited to provide photographs and other artwork from their students, which will be printed into black
and white posters and attached to the museum’s two exterior walls with wheat paste. Exhibits will stay up
approximately 6 months, with the first exhibit scheduled for summer 2017.
Once the program becomes established, we will reach out to all Humboldt County students to offer them the
opportunity to display their artwork. In addition, the CHM will create a page on our website with all the images
used in the exhibit; these pages will be archived and will remain accessible after the physical exhibit ends.
Last week, City of Eureka workers performed the initial task of pressure-washing the walls. They will be back
soon to seal the bricks, paint, and install the lighting needed to complete the project. Ben Brown, director and
curator of the Clarke Museum, will oversee the entire project and will coordinate with Arcata High School
teachers Johanno Mauro and Anne Bown-Crawford on the initial exhibits. Students will perform all labor
associated with attaching the posters.
The objective of this project is to provide Humboldt County art students a prominent space for exhibiting their
artwork, help beautify the exterior of the museum, and help make this area more inviting to the community and
visitors alike. In addition, with all the artwork digitally archived on our website, students and the public will be
able to view the artwork that was previously on display. This project will be ongoing, giving future students an
opportunity to show their artwork to the community.

April 27—May 20

THIRD

July 6—July 29

THE LEGEND OF
GEORGIA McBRIDE

5

CLARKE HISTORICAL MUSEUM
SUMMER 2017

Lentell Map Restoration
I’m sure you’ve all noticed the enormous topographical
map of Humboldt County located in the main hall of
the museum. This map was made in 1914 by J.N. Lentell
for the Panama-Pacific International Exposition in San
Francisco as part of the Humboldt County section of
the exposition. The map measures 8’ x 14’ and shows
the topography of the county, with all the mountains,
valleys, rivers, creeks, and even the gulches. The map
is emphasized during all school tours and is often
utilized for special demonstrations as it is illustrative of
Humboldt County settlement patterns and also gives an
incredible overview of the area we live.
Unfortunately, this map has become dirty and worn.
After all this time, we are starting a fundraiser to pay
the expense of cleaning and performing minor repairs,
which will cost $1,100. It’s in good shape for a map that
has been in constant use for over a century, but still
needs a good cleaning and a few touchups. A wonderful
local expert has agreed to restore it for a low price, but
the funds to complete this project must still be raised.
We are about $1000 from our goal, so any contributions
would be VERY helpful! If you’d like to contribute,
we accept cash, checks, credit cards, and PayPal. You
can even donate money via our online gift shop! We
have just begun the fundraiser, thank you for your
interest, please let us know if you have any questions or
concerns.

General Grant in the Wilderness
SPRING 2016
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The Spring 2017 issue of the
Humboldt Historian. Available now at
the Humboldt County Historical Society,
Eureka Books, and Northtown Books.
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