Natinixvwe: The Hupa People’ Details Tribal Life

The Clarke Museum is proud to present "Natinixwe: The Hupa People," an exhibit running from
July to December 2013. The exhibit combines historic black and white photos from the 1940s and
1950s of the Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation communlty, taken by tribal member Ernest (Er-

" 3 nie) Leland Marshall Jr. (1913-1961),
along with displays of ceremonial
regalia made by his grandson, Brad-
. ley Marshall, and selected paintings
M by Hupa artist Loren Lavine and
Marlette Grant-Jackson.

. Ernest Marshall Jr. (1913-1961) was
Y o founding member of the Hoopa
Valley Tribal Government (one of
" the first successful self-governing

tribal structures in the nation) and
a photographer whose thousands of
prints provide a diverse portrait of
the traditions and lifestyle of the Hupa people. These include compelling photographs of ceremo-
nial dances such as the Brush dance and the White Deerskin dance. While it is usually forbidden
to take photos of the dances, Ernie Marshall was given special permission to do so by the dance
leaders of the time. The Hupa have been successful in maintaining and preserving their lifestyle
and traditions in an era of rapid change when loss of tribal culture has been common. This is due
in no small part to the efforts of individuals like Ernest Marshall.

Participants in Indian Princess Contest, circa 1940s.
Ernest Marshall, Jr., Photographer. Collection of Bradley Marshall.

Previously on display at the Grace Hudson Museum in Ukiah, California, this popular exhibit
was curated by Bradley Marshall.

School is Out for Summer
It was another busy school year at the Clarke Museum, and we could not have done it without our
extraordinary tour guides. Thank you to volunteers Dina Fernandez, Susie Freese, Laura Hen-
nings, Diane Duran, Arlene Hartin, Brianna Boyd, Jamie Bush, and Nancy Mathews. Because
of their hard work, over 950 Humboldt County students were able to explore the Clarke Museum.

The museum received two generous grants from the Humboldt Sponsors and the Arcata Foun-
dation to create educational packets to further enhance school tours. These will be distributed
during the next school year so students can continue to learn about the museum at home. If you
are interested in volunteering for this project, please contact Carly at the Museum (707) 443-1947.
Lets keep Humboldt History alive for the next generation.

CALENDAR:

Wednesday, July 31st ~ Arthur Johnson’s Exhibit Opening ~ 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Friday, August 16th ~ PG&E Panel Discussion & Book Signing ~ 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, August 17th ~ Quilt Bed Turning ~ starts at noon

Saturday, August 24th ~ Salmon, Oysters, Ales & Rails ~ 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sat., Sept 9th~PG&E Exhibit Closing~Topaz Jazz Trio, musical performance~6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 2nd ~ Redwood Dixie Gators, musical performance ~ 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

The Mission of the Clarke Historical Museum is the acquisition, preservation and educational display]
of objects relating to the history of Eureka and Humboldt County, in order to further appreciation by
residents, visitors and school children of the area’s rich and diverse heritage, and to promote increased
visitation to our historic region.
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Arthur Johnson’s "The Leading Clothier" by Jack Nash

Arthur Johnson's, Humboldt County's finest men's full service cloth-
ing store closed on July 27, 1995. That terminated seventy-five years of
merchandising. When it closed, the owners Art (Thanos) Dalianes and
. Jack Nash (grandson of Arthur Johnson) declared the business a victim
y of changes in dress codes, the economy and downtown Eureka. The
. owners are proud of the store's reputation and its part in the history of
i Eureka.

Arthur Johnson was the only child of Mary and Nils Eric Johansen, im-
migrants from Sunsvall, Sweden. They changed the name to Johnson
1 upon arrival in the US. Arthur, born in 1892 in Greenwood, came to
Eureka with his parents on a ship from Elk in 1893. Nils Eric worked for
the Vance Lumber Company and the family owned a boarding house at
816 2nd St.

Arthur quit school after completing the 8th grade and went to work for Daly's. He had a fondness for men's clothing and
then went to work at C.V. Jackson's at 406 2nd St. for three years. At Jackson's he learned sign painting and display. Arthur
joined the Navy and did patrol in San Francisco and the Far East. In June of 1919 he was released and returned to work
again for Daly's. He worked as a window trimmer and display manager.

On February 14, 1920 he rented a storefront from Mrs. Ricks at 203 "F" Street, got a loan from Christy Palmtag at the Bank
of America, and started a business. One of his best customers was Cornelius Daly. 1920 was a big year for Arthur Johnson
as he married Madeline Coonan, daughter of James Francis Coonan, on September 5th. They bought a lot at 1335 "H" Street
and had a house built in 1926 by Edgar Lax.

Arthur and Madeline had two children, Jeanne Marie Johnson (Nash) and Donn Arthur Johnson. However, tragedy struck
in December of 1927 when Madeline, sick for six months, passed away. In August of 1928 Arthur met a local teacher, Clare
Wagner, and they were married the following spring. In 1930 Clare gave birth to Janeth Ann Johnson (Nix). All of the
children worked at one time in the store.

Arthur moved to the Gross Building at 5th and "F" in 1931. It was next to SUIT
the Bon Boniere. The store survived the Depression and it began to prosper. hR A
Arthur’s son Donn returned from the service in 1946 and began working in ‘ ” 0 ol

the store. Jeanne had married an Oregonian named Dick Nash. In 1945 Dick 'f _. Q\S\za 538 Li _.
was invited to help at the store and he enjoyed it so much he decided to make | Bl s 48 563

it a career. In the mid 1950's Arthur sold the store to Donn and Dick and e )
they took the store through several expansions including purchasing Ned's M‘;‘:f:';,“..ﬁ““e‘rr I ey e
Menswear in Arcata. In 1970 they took over the former Hornbrook's Shoes vl

location on 5th Street.
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In September of 1970 Jack Nash returned from the service and started to work 4 i *245 |

in the store. Old friend Art Dalianes, who had worked part-time for Johnson's | "~ 7~ " 77° %

in 1960, was managing the Roos Atkins store at Post and Powell in San Fran- ARTHUR JOHNSON
cisco in 1972. Dick, Donn & Jack convinced Art to return home and become i L ammene. e
a partner in the store. He did so in January 1975. e e i i

Art and Jack entered into the partnership in 1977 and bought out Dick and

Donn in the 1980's. They were prime business years and the store did very well. Eventually the Bayshore Mall was devel-
oped and the retail landscape of Eureka began to change. Art and Jack discussed their future for a couple of years before
making the decision to close the store in the middle of 1995. They felt very secure in their decision.

The Clarke Museum is hosting an Arthur Johnson’s exhibit, curated by Jack Nash. The public is invited to
attend the exhibit opening at the museum on Wednesday, July 31st from 5 to 6 p.m. Jack Nash will be at the
museum to answer questions, and refreshments will be served.



THANKYOU NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS

Aalfs, Evans & Co. Custis, Marge Hansen, Robert & Arlene Monroe, Thomas School, Washington
Abrams, Nancy Daly, Richard Holmes, Yvonne Moore, Rusty & Alverna Scott, Jeremiah & Mary
Agnes ] Johnson Elementary Daniels, Carol Humboldt County, Recology Moranda, James Scott, Jeremiah & Mary
Alder Bay Assisted Living ~ De Long, Phillip Humboldt Redwood Assoc. Mullen, Doris Sheppard, Roy

Allen, Steven Dimmick, Sue Janssen, Ardene Murray, Nancy Smith, Roger

Anderson, Greg Don & Joyce Kudrna John Pettlon Myers, Robert Speier, June

Anne Teames Dunaway, Virginia John Pettlon Nick Venema Steele, Lorene

Bartlett, Tom & Marilyn Dupree, James Johnson, Jimmy & Judy Orleans Elementary School = Stone, Robert & Eleanor
Batteries, Interstate Dvorak, Judith Johnson, Ron & Melanie Parker, Laurel Storre, Dick & Debby
Bay West Supply Dwelley Family Jon Mitts Peter & Sara Starr Sweaney, Betty

Beaver, Mona Edwards, Mary Keowen, Maureen Peterson, Louise Thee, Diane

Bitton, Patricia Eidman, Brad Acad.North Coast Learning Petty, Charles Thorwaldson, Nina
Bonner, Colleen Ely, Karole Lenk, Karen Pierson Building Center Timm, Kathleen
Bridgeville School Emily Guthrie & Melbourne Libershal, Robert Raffaelli, Donald & Betty ~ Trinoskey, Verne & Paula
Britt, Bob & Sharon Lockey Lorensen, Mary Ramona Jones Turner, Jean

Brundin, Eugene Filippi, Elvio & Susan Lunt, William Humboldt Realtors Assoc.  Turner, Sara

Burnie Kemp Dr. Louise Mino Malone, Earl & Jessie Ron & Janice Johnson Tuttle, Don

Burritt, Gladys Dr. Robert Fischer Manson, Barbara Rose, Virginia Vodden, Candida
Buscher, Bette Freeman, Lois Mariah and Sonny Savage, Mark & Teri Walund, Joe & Patty
Charlie & Barbara Sussman Georgeson, Tom Marlys Seitzer Schenler, Caroyln Warmuth, Leon & Elaine
Clark, Donna Glavich, Merijean Marshall, Larry School, Arcata High WBCO Electric Service
Clarke, Melinda Glen, David Mather, Joyce Coastal Grove Charter White, Christine

Coeur, Gerry & Georgann ~ Gossard, Ms. Lois McCarthy, Eris School, Pacific Union Willcut-Tallman, Linda
Constance Hansen Graham, Betty Mercer-Fraser Company School, Redwood Christian Winzler, John
Constance Hansen Hailstone, Albert Michele McCall-Wallace School, Redwood Coast Winzler, John & Sandra
Cramer, Nova Hall, Sandra & Rand Molloy, Peg School, Van Duzen Wrigley, Tom & Sharalee

Memorial Donations
In memory of Dr. Jim Nisson, from Sandra & John Winzler
In memory of Lynn Wellman, from Donnie Slack
In memory of Eddie Hannah, from John & Janet Winzler
In memory of Col. Olin W. Jones USMC, from Jack & Wynona Nash

“An Afternoon in Myrtle Grove” by Art Barab

Taking photos at Myrtle Grove cemetery not long ago, I struck up a conversation
with a man who was tending a nearby grave site. The man’s name was Jon Mitts.
He is a retired Eureka schoolteacher. The small headstone he stood by belongs to
» his grandfather, John Mitts. Daisies were growing in profusion around the head-
~ stone, the only flowers I encountered in Myrtle Grove that day.

= His grandfather, born in 1879, was of Swedish stock, but lived in Finland from

© where he immigrated to the US and Humboldt County, ¢.1900. He worked as a
| logger. In 1912, two weeks after his 33rd birthday, he was killed in a logging field
accident working in the Larrabee Creek-Shively area. He left behind a pregnant
wife, Sofia, and a three-year-old daughter, Mildred. The boy Sofia subsequently
gave birth to, John, Jr., was Jon Mitts’ father. (The elimination of the letter, ‘h’, from the first name was intended to prevent
the use of ‘Junior’ by others, but to no avail.)

Sofia married the deceased John Mitts’ first cousin, John Johnson, who became the younger Mitts’ stepfather. John Johnson
was a Humboldt County employee who worked a county farm raising crops and pigs, providing food for the county hospi-
tal. The farm occupied the site on which Zane Jr. High School and its athletic fields now sit. When the younger John Mitts
grew up he married Florence (Flo) Christie, whose family resided in Falk. He worked at various locations and a variety of
tasks: at a Eureka service station located at 4th & M Streets, during WWII on drydocks at the local Chicago Bridge and Iron
Co. Shipyard facilities, and later handling livestock in collaboration with his half-brother, Carl Johnson (of auctioneering
fame.).

I asked Jon about the absence of flowers in Myrtle Grove, thinking it might not be allowed to display them, but the reason
proved to be more prosaic—most of the burial sites in Myrtle Grove are very old and the families the deceased belonged to
have moved elsewhere or died out locally. The daisies on the immigrant John Mitts’ grave emerged 8-10 years ago and have
grown there yearly since.
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