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The Mission of the Clarke Historical Museum is the acquisition, preservation and educational display of objects 
relating to the history of Eureka and Humboldt County.

Summer 2016

WWII Memorial To Be Unveiled at Arcata-Eureka Airport
The Clarke Museum invites you to attend the 
grand opening of the World War II Veteran 
Memorial  on Saturday, July 16th at the Arcata-
Eureka Airport in McKinleyville. The ceremony 
will begin at 2:00 p.m. and will feature speeches 
by local Honor Flight organizer Steve Justus and 
Humboldt County Fifth District Supervisor Ryan 
Sundberg. Refreshments will be provided by the 
local chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

The memorial is dedicated to those Humboldt County veterans who lost their lives in 
the struggle. These heroes paid the ultimate price to ensure the freedoms that we enjoy 
in America today.
Our heartfelt thanks goes out to all of the sponsors who are making this important 
local project possible: Eureka Rotary, Ferndale Rotary, Gerry & Carol Hale, Mad River 
Rotary, MOAA Humboldt Del Norte, National Society of the Daughters of American 
Revolution, Native Sons of the Golden West, North Coast Vintage Aviation Society, 
Olive & George Cozens, Sierra Pacific Industries, Allen Masterson, Trinidad Lions, 
Veterans of Foreign War, Hops in Humboldt and WP Stewart.

Redwood Coast Up in Smoke Beer & BBQ Tasting 
Come and taste samples from several regional 
breweries and over a dozen BBQ competitors at the 
Clarke Museum’s 3rd Annual Redwood Coast Up in 
Smoke BBQ Competition and Beer Tasting event. 
Don’t miss the chance to taste so many great BBQ 
recipes and award-winning beers in one place. Upon 
arrival one low price will allow you to partake in ALL 
YOU CAN EAT food samples and UNLIMITED beer 
tasting. Your tastebuds can’t afford to pass up this 
wonderful opportunity.
Entertainment includes the Discovery Museum Kid’s 
Zone, DJ KEV, and the Jim Lahman Band, who will be 
playing blues, funk, jazz, and rock music throughout 
the afternoon. The event will be held at Redwood 
Acres Fairgrounds on Saturday May 21, 2016 from 11:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. The entry 
fee of $30 includes a commemorative tasting glass. For those under 21 years of age, 
entry is $15 per person. Kids 5 and under eat for free, so bring the whole family down 
to Redwood Acres for a great time!

Make me a Clarke Friend!

     
Membership Levels:

        ________Silver Circle         $1000+ 
        ________Clarke Circle           500    
        ________Benefactor               250  
        ________Patron                  100
        ________Sponsor                      55 
        ________Family                        30
        ________Student/Senior           20
 

Name:_______________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________

City:__________________ Zip:_______Phone:______________

Email:_______________________________________________                

As a Friend You Receive:
10% discount in Museum Gift Shop

10% discount at Eureka Books on Local Books 
Newsletter Updates

Special Event Invitations
Free Admission to the Clarke Museum                     
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(707) 443-1947
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Current Exhibitions

Bohmansson Pharmacy Exhibit
This showcase of a turn-of-the-century drug store 
includes hundreds of authentic apothecary bottles and 
jars, shelved on display units originally located in the local 
Bohmansson Pharmacy. Also included in the display is a 
soda fountain, a driving factor behind the popularity of 
the local pharmacy as a place for social gatherings.

The Hover Collection
A “living memorial to the Karuk basketmakers,” this 
collection of Karuk basketry and dance regalia from the 
mid to late 1800s will be on display once again. Featuring 
artifacts from master basket weavers such as Elizabeth 
Hickox and Nettie Ruben, this collection represents some 
of the most amazing Native American basketry in the 
world. 

World War II in Humboldt County
April 2016—August 2016
A glimpse into the World War II era in Humboldt, a time 
of blackouts, rationing, and coastal watches. The exhibit 
will pay homage to soldiers at home and abroad, as well as 
highlighting local efforts to assist the war effort. Also 
included will be a special exhibit in our Community Case 
put together by our partners at the Humboldt County 
Historical Society.

The Reinhardt Collection
May 2016—December 2016
The backbone of the Clarke’s antique firearms collection, 
the Reinhardt Collection is part of the original assortment 
of objects brought to the museum from EHS in 1960. Part 
of Cecile Clarke’s collection since the 1930s, the collection 
was acquired from the widow of a Eureka gunsmith, 
James E. Reinhart, who operated a shop in Eureka until 
his death in the late 1920s.

Greater Eureka Chamber of Commerce
July 2016—September 2016
In order to commemorate their 125th anniversary, 
Chamber representatives will be developing an exhibit in 
our Community Case. The exhibit will highlight the 
organization’s accomplishments in advancing and 
strengthening the  business community of Eureka.

Upcoming Events

3rd Annual Up in Smoke BBQ & Beer Tasting 
Redwood Acres Fairgrounds, Eureka
May 21, 2016
11:30 am—5:00 pm
Come and taste samples from local breweries and BBQ 
competitors at the Clarke Museum’s 3rd Annual Redwood 
Coast Up in Smoke BBQ and Beer Tasting event. This year 
all food samples will be ALL YOU CAN EAT! and beer 
tastes will be unlimited. The event will be held at Redwood 
Acres Fairgrounds. Contestants needed- contact the Clarke 
Museum at (707) 443-1947 for more information.

Arts Alive! Rotating Artist Display
June 2016—August 2016
A monthly showcase of local wildlife art, we will be 
celebrating a series of  three different artists: Louise 
Bacon-Ogden in May, Kathrin Burleson in June, and Gary 
Bloomfield in August. Arts Alive! takes place on the first 
Saturday of every month in Old Town/Downtown Eureka 
from 6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. Sponsored by Sequoia Park Zoo.

WWII Veterans Memorial Grand Opening
Arcata-Eureka Airport, McKinleyville
June 18, 2016
2:00 p.m.
Please come and celebrate the grand opening of the 
long-awaited WWII Veterans Memorial at the Arcata-
McKinleyville Airport. Speakers include local Honor Flight 
organizer Steve Justus and Humboldt County Fifth District 
Supervisor Ryan Sundberg. Refreshments will be provided 
by the local chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 
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Thank You New & Returning Members

Virginia Dunaway

Carolyn Burns

Diane Ostler

Monique Hernandez

Candida & Dave Vodden

Marilyn Forsell

James Ladwig

Betty Osborne

Nova Cramer

Pamela & David Largent

Guy Aronoff

Bill Kohse

Peggy & Don Bollinger

Wendell Cole

Judy Davis

John McGuire

Robert Libershal

Patricia Black

Marian Brady

Donald Mahler

James & Sile Bauriedel

Donald & Elsie Giacomini

Nancy Frost

Linda Fusi

Richard Phegley

Harriet Lewis

James Mosher

Frank Jewett

Ryan Dale

M. Kristin Slack

Dave Wood

Hil Stephens

Freshwater School

Lisa Slack

Charles Petty

Dina Fernandez

George & Mary Schmidbauer

William Morrill

Jerry Colivas

Ron & Melanie Johnson

Milton & Barney Phegley

Albert Beach

Barbara Randle

Virginia Plambeck

Gerald & Carol Hale

Norma Woods

Lynn McKenna

Rose Ann Hurst

The Summer 2016  issue of the 
Humboldt Historian. Available now at 

the Humboldt County Historical Society,
 Eureka Books, and Northtown Books.
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Lumber Mills in Humboldt County
 by Art Barab

The end of WWII led to a spectacular boom in American home construction as a multitude of servicemen 
returned to civilian life, eager to renew their pre-war lives or build new lives and families. This was evidenced 
locally, in part, by the establishment of new lumber mills, most of which were small enterprises. One hundred 
and twenty-five new mills were established in Humboldt County from 1945 to the end of 1954. Once the boom 
ended in the sixties, most of these small enterprises faded away, their owners and employees having, on the 
whole, done well, then turning to other tasks.
A copy of a survey issued by the Humboldt County Chamber of Commerce in 1955, which listed Humboldt 
County-based lumber mills along with associated data, was donated to the museum. The listing includes 
five categories: (1) mill name and mailing address, (2) type of mill, (3) estimated daily output, (4) number of 
employees, and (5) year of establishment. Excepting the first two categories, the information requested was 
often not provided.
As far as Category 1 is concerned, I have alphabetically listed the towns in which the mill mailing addresses 
occurred along with the number of addresses found in each town. Many of the addresses are in Humboldt 
County, some are not. Please remember these are mailing address locations which often vary from mill site 
locations.

CATEGORY 1: Mill Mailing Address Locations
Alderpoint, 5; Alton, 1; Arcata, 56; Bayside, 1; Blocksburg, 4; Blue Lake, 3; Briceland, 3; Bridgeville, 6;  Carlotta, 
4; Covelo, 1; Crannel, 1; Crescent City, 1; Eel Rock, 1; Eureka, 39; Ferndale, 1; Fields Landing, 3; Fort Seward, 8; 
Fortuna, 23; Garberville, 8; Holmes, 1; Honeydew, 3; Hoopa, 3; Hydesville, 1; Kneeland, 2; Korbel, 1; McCann, 
3; Miranda, 8; Myers Flat, 9; New Harris, 1; Orick, 4; Palo Alto, 1; Pasadena, 1; Phillipsville, 1; Redway, 2; Rio 
Dell, 1; Ruth, 2; Samoa, 1; San Francisco, 1; Scotia, 1; South Fork, 3; Thorn, 4; Weitchpec, 3; Weott, 2; Willow 
Creek, 3; Zenia, 2. Along with two mills that did not list a mailing address, this amounted to 236 mill sites in 46 
different areas. 

CATEGORY 2: Types of Mills
The survey did not request a specific identification in this category. Most of the mills were sawmills of one type 
or another. Approximately twenty-nine percent of the companies provided specific information, other than 
“sawmill,” as to their focus. Fourteen identified themselves as portable mills (portable mills generally consisted 
of one to three men who would take their equipment to the client’s locale and work on site), thirteen as re-
manufacturers, twelve as shakes or shingles mills, nine as studs mills, seven as planing mills, four as lath mills, 
four as shippers, three as ties mills, and two as door and plywood mills. 

CATEGORY 3: Daily Production Levels
The numbers listed on the survey are abbreviations which are followed by an M which I assumed to mean one 
thousand. Therefore, I interpreted an entry that read 10 M as indicating 10,000 board feet. My count groupings, 
here and in categories 4 and 5, are arbitrary. 
Eighty-one mills produced less than 50 M, forty-five produced between 50 and 99 M, thirty-four produced 
between 100 and 399 M, three produced between 400 and 499 M, and one mill produced over 500 M. The 
three largest numbers belonged to the Farmhurst Lumber Company of California at 800 M, the Pacific Lumber 
Company in Scotia at 400 M, and the Hammond Lumber Company in Eureka at 400 M. Approximately sixty-
one percent of the mills surveyed provided information in this category. 

(Continued on p. 4)

CLARKE HISTORICAL MUSEUM
SUMMER 2016

6

Our Volunteers
The Clarke Museum has always benefited from the generosity of local history enthusiasts, and has always 
relied heavily on volunteers, from our board, which consists solely of elected or appointed volunteers, to those 
volunteers at the museum who make operations possible. The Clarke Museum has a thriving school tour 
program which annually exposes nearly 1000 local schoolchildren to our local collection of historical objects. 
We utilize several volunteer tour guides to accomplish this. In the next several issues, we will be profiling the 
volunteers who make the Clarke an interesting and wonderful place for the Humboldt community. This first 
installment is dedicated to our tour guide volunteers.

Jeff Lanphere
Since moving to Eureka from Washington state in 2014, Jeff has been highly 
active in our tour and outreach programs, leading close to a dozen tours 
in 2015 and 2016. He loves to be involved in all things educational, and 
really enjoys leading our local third and fourth grade students through our 
Native American collections in Nealis Hall.  Jeff most recently participated 
an outreach effort at the Eureka Parks and Recreation’s Easter Eggventure at 
Carson Park in late March. 

Dina Fernandez
The current Vice-President of the Clarke Museum Board of Directors, Dina has been 
leading tours at the museum since 2010. She has a background in the culinary arts 
and a degree in environmental resource engineering. Proficient in leading tours in 
both the Main Hall and Nealis Hall, Dina most recently led a tour of the main hall for 
third and  fourth graders from Freshwater School. She also conducted a wonderful 
tour of Nealis Hall’s Native American collection during the Clarke’s recent Afternoon 
Tea Party in January. 

Nancy Matthews
Leading tours at the Clarke since 2012, Nancy concentrates on leading school children 
through our Main Hall. A retired teacher and retired controller for Eureka Fisheries, 
Inc, Nancy is aHumboldt County native. She is very active with Humboldt Sponsors, a 
local fundraising group which provides grants to support local non-profits. The local 
lumber industry, prominent local citizens, maritime history, transportation, disasters, and 
interesting construction projects are among her preferred topics. Her focus during school 
tours revolves around comparing the differences in the lives of children today with those of 
yesteryear.

Museum Changes Membership Cyle Structure
Some changes were recently made to the membership cycle at the museum. Going forth, all memberships will 
expire at the end of December, and will need to be renewed in January of each year. This will help make things 
easier for members and more efficient for administrators. If this causes a hardship for any of our members, 
or if you have any questions or comments regarding the change, please give us a call down at the Clarke. We 
value the input of our members, and we could not keep the museum going strong without your generous 
support!
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April 21—May 14
MOTHERS AND SONS

July 7—July 30
FIVE LESBIANS 

EATING A QUICHE

The Clarke Museum is Now Partnered with BiCoastal Media

Lumber Mills (continued from page 3)
CATEGORY 4: Number of Employees

Twenty-two mills included in the survey employed less than 10 workers, fifty-three employed between 10 and 
29, sixteen employed between 30 and 49, twenty-five employed between 50 and 99, and sixteen employed 
over 100 workers. The four largest mills in terms of employment were the Holmes mill in Eureka with 375 
employees, the Hammond Lumber Company in Eureka with 400 employees, the California Barrel Company in 
Arcata with 1000 employees, and the Pacific Lumber Company in Scotia with 1260 employees. Approximately 
fifty-six percent of the mills surveyed provided information in this category.

CATEGORY 5: Year of Mill Establishment
Five mills included in the survey were established before 1905, none were established between 1905 and 1934, 
three were established between 1935 and 1944, sixty were established between 1945 and 1949, and sixty-five 
were established between 1950 and 1954. The mills which were established before 1905 were: Pacific Lumber 
Company in 1896, the Hammond Lumber Company in 1900, the Holmes mill in 1903, the California Barrel 
Company in 1903, and the Northern Redwood Company in 1903. Approximately fifty-six percent of the mills 
surveyed provided information in this category. 
It seeems odd that no new mills were established in the period between 1905 and 1934. It is possible that the 
harvesting of Douglas Fir in the northwest, utilizing a cheaper method of logging than was involved in the 
taking of Humboldt County redwoods at the time, was the reason for this lull in the formation of new local 
mills. It is also possible that the five local mills that dated before 1905 were able to monopolize the production 
of lumber during this period.
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Afternoon Tea Party a Good Time for All
The Clarke Museum’s Afternoon Tea Party was held on January 30 of this year. Tables were set up throughout 
the museum to allow nearly 60 guests to sip fine teas among our collection. Along with the tea service, scones 
and tea sandwiches were enjoyed by festively dressed guests. Guests were taken on a tour of the museum 
by board vice-president Dina Fernandez. Tea party attendees were also treated to several music and dance 
performances: Clarke intern Isadora Sharon entertained the group with a tap dance performance, dancer 
Nathalie Mostrel performed a jazz dance routine, singer Katie Texas wooed the crowd with renditions of 
‘40s-era songs, and dance group Kirsten & Erich delighted onlookers with a wonderful dance routine. We 
at the Clarke would like to thank all of the donors and volunteers who made this event possible, with special 
thanks to board president Lisa Slack, Ramone’s Bakery, Eureka Natural Foods, Cherry Blossom Bakery,  
and Sun Valley Floral Farms. So much fun was had by all who attended, we hope to make this an annual 
event at the museum. 


